Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA

date of this subpart, the Board may
recommend to the Secretary changes
in the voting procedures of the Board
described in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion.

§1220.210 Compensation
bursement.

The members of the Board shall serve
without compensation but shall be re-
imbursed for necessary and reasonable
expenses incurred by them in the per-
formance of their responsibilities
under this subpart.

and reim-

§1220.211 Powers of the Board.

The Board shall have the following
powers:

(a) To receive and evaluate, or on its
own initiative develop, and budget for
plans or projects for promotion, re-
search, consumer information, and in-
dustry information and to make rec-
ommendations to the Secretary regard-
ing such proposals;

(b) To administer the provisions of
this subpart in accordance with its
terms and provisions;

(c) To make rules to effectuate the
terms and provisions of this subpart;

(d) To receive, investigate, and report
to the Secretary complaints of viola-
tions of the provisions of this subpart;

(e) To disseminate information to
producers or producer organizations
through programs or by direct contact
utilizing the public postage system or
other systems;

(f) To assign responsibilities relating
to budget and program development to
the Committee as provided in §1220.219.

(g) To select committees and sub-
committees of Board members, and to
adopt such rules for the conduct of its
business as it may deem advisable;

(h) To contract with Qualified State
Soybean Boards to implement plans or
projects;

(i) To recommend to the Secretary
amendments to this subpart; and

() With the approval of the Sec-
retary, to invest, pending disbursement
pursuant to a plan or project, funds
collected through assessments author-
ized under §1220.223 in, and only in, ob-
ligations of the United States or any
agency thereof, in general obligations
of any State or any political subdivi-
sion thereof, in any interest-bearing

§1220.212

account or certificate of deposit of a
bank which is a member of the Federal
Reserve System, or in obligations fully
guaranteed as to principal and interest
by the United States.

§1220.212

The Board shall have the following
duties:

(a) To meet not less than three times
annually, or more often if required for
the Board to carry out its responsibil-
ities pursuant to this subpart.

(b) To organize and select from
among its members a chairperson, vice
chairperson, a treasurer and such other
officers as may be necessary.

(c) To appoint from its members an
executive committee and to delegate to
the committee authority to administer
the terms and provisions of this sub-
part under the direction of the Board
and within the policies determined by
the Board.

(d) To employ or contract for such
persons to perform administrative
functions as it may deem necessary
and define the duties and determine
the compensation of each.

(e) To develop and submit to the Sec-
retary for approval, promotion, re-
search, consumer information, and in-
dustry information plans or projects.

(f) To prepare, and submit to the Sec-
retary for approval, budgets on a fiscal
period basis of its anticipated expenses
and disbursements in the administra-
tion of this subpart, including probable
costs of promotion, research, consumer
information, and industry information
plans or projects, and also including a
description of the proposed promotion,
research, consumer information, and
industry information programs con-
templated therein.

(g To maintain such books and
records, which shall be available to the
Secretary for inspection and audit, and
to prepare and submit such reports
from time to time to the Secretary, as
the Secretary may prescribe, and to
make appropriate accounting with re-
spect to the receipt and disbursement
of all funds entrusted to it.

(h) With the approval of the Sec-
retary, to enter into contracts or
agreements with appropriate parties,
including national nonprofit producer-

Duties.
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§1220.213

governed organizations, for the devel-
opment and conduct of activities au-
thorized under §1220.230 of this subpart
and for the payment of the cost thereof
with funds collected through assess-
ments pursuant to §1220.223. Provided,
that the Board shall contract with only
one national nonprofit producer-gov-
erned organization to administer all
projects within a program area.

Any such contract or agreement
shall provide that:

(1) The contractor shall develop and
submit to the Board a plan or project
together with a budget or budgets
which shall show the estimated cost to
be incurred for such plan or project;

(2) Any such plan or project shall be-
come effective only upon approval of
the Secretary; and

(3) The contracting party shall keep
complete and accurate records of all of
its transactions and make periodic re-
ports to the Board of activities con-
ducted pursuant to a contract and an
accounting for funds received and ex-
pended, and such other reports as the
Secretary or the Board may require.
The Board and Secretary may audit
the records of the contracting party pe-
riodically.

(i) To prepare and make public, at
least annually, a report of its activities
carried out and an accounting for funds
received and expended.

(J) [Reserved]

(k) To cause its books to be audited
by a certified public accountant at
least once each fiscal period and at
such other times as the Secretary may
require and to submit a copy of each
such audit to the Secretary.

() To give the Secretary the same
notice of meetings of the Board and
committees as is given to members in
order that the Secretary, or a rep-
resentative of the Secretary, may at-
tend such meetings.

(m) To submit to the Secretary such
information pursuant to this subpart
as may be requested.

(n) To encourage the coordination of
programs of promotion, research, con-
sumer information, and industry infor-
mation designed to strengthen the soy-
bean industry’s position in the market-
place and to maintain and expand do-
mestic and foreign markets and uses
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for soybean and soybean products pro-
duced in the United States.

[56 FR 31049, July 9, 1991, as amended at 60
FR 29962, June 7, 1995; 60 FR 58500, Nov. 28,
1995]

SOYBEAN PROGRAM COORDINATING
COMMITTEE

§1220.213 Establishment and member-
ship.

(@) The Board may establish, with
the approval of the Secretary, a Soy-
bean Program Coordinating Committee
to assist in the administration of this
subpart. The Committee shall consist
of 15 members. The Committee shall be
composed of 10 Board members elected
by the Board and 5 producers elected
by the Cooperator Organization.

(b) Board representation on the Com-
mittee shall consist of the Chairperson
and Treasurer of the Board, and eight
additional members duly elected by the
Board to serve on the Committee. The
eight representatives to the Committee
elected by the Board shall, to the ex-
tent practicable, reflect the geographic
and unit distribution of soybean pro-
duction.

(c) Cooperator Organization represen-
tation on the Committee shall consist
of five members elected by the Coop-
erator Organization Board of Directors.
The Cooperator Organization shall sub-
mit to the Secretary the names of the
representatives elected by the Coop-
erator Organization to serve on the
Committee, the manner in which such
election was held, and verify that such
representatives are producers. The pro-
spective Cooperator Organization rep-
resentatives shall file with the Sec-
retary a written agreement to serve on
the Committee and to disclose any re-
lationship with any soybean entity or
with any organization that has or is
being considered for a contractual rela-
tionship with the Board. When the Sec-
retary is satisfied that the above condi-
tions are met, the Secretary shall cer-
tify such representatives as eligible to
serve on the Committee.

§1220.214 Term of office.

(@) The members of the Committee
shall serve for a term of 1 year.

(b) No member shall serve more than
six consecutive terms.
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